RENAISSANCE  AND   REFORMATION

the reign which had opened with such brilliant promise for
humanism closed with the judicial murder of a young
man who promised to be the first great English humanist
poet, and who, if he had lived, might well have anticipated
the achievements of Sidney and Spenser by half a cen-
tury.

English Protestantism, regarded as a religious force, did not
grow out of Henry VIIFs spoliation of the monasteries or his
assumption of the headship of the Church. Henry's reforma-
tion was an "old Catholic3 J reformation which abolished the
monastic and mendicant orders and repudiated papal
supremacy but left nearly all the rest of the Catholic organ-
isation and dogma untouched. At the same time, however,
genuine Protestantism was appearing in England. The
popular medieval Protestant movement of the Lollards,
which had flourished in England in the reigns of Edward III
and Richard II had died down at the end of the fifteenth
century, but it had never been forgotten, and the books of its
great leader Wyclif, in spite of all attempts to suppress them,
still circulated. The new English Protestantism, however, was
largely due to a group of Cambridge scholars who used to
meet at an inn called the White Horse at Cambridge about
1521. This group began by reading Erasmus's paraphrase of
the New Testament, but soon began to be interested in the
new doctrines of Luther and was nicknamed "Germany".
It included William Tyndale, Miles Coverdale, Thomas
Cranmer, and Hugh Latimer, the men who created the
literature of popular English Protestantism, the translation
of the Bible, the English Prayer Book, and a new type of
vigorous vernacular sermon.

Tyndale, a fine scholar and a fiery spirit full of revolution-
ary ardour, came to London from Cambridge in 1523 in the
hope of obtaining the patronage of Cuthbert Tunstall, Bishop
of London, for his projected translation of the New Testa-
ment from the original Greek, but the London clergy were
thoroughly alarmed by the spread of Lutheran doctrine and
Tyndale received no encouragement from ecclesiastical
quarters. In 1524 he went to Hamburg and there he finished
his translation of the New Testament. He took it to Cologne
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